[An edited [ref. square brackets] excerpt from the Town of Port au Choix Habitat Conservation Plan http://limestonebarrens.ca/Port%20au%20Choix%20Conservation%20Plan_FINAL.pdf ]

The Stewardship Agreement Process 
Initial contacts are generally sought by both [Wildlife Division] staff and local community leaders who wish to take action to protect species at risk and/or their habitat. A determination is made between the parties [as to] whether there [might exist any] mutual [interest] in pursuing a Stewardship Agreement. At the same time, surveys of the habitat within [specified areas] of interest are carried out to confirm [that] a significant relationship exists between the habitat and local wildlife use in [such areas]. 

Following [any] positive assessments, more intensive field investigations [are] carried out to determine and agree [upon] formal boundaries for Stewardship [Zones] and Management [Units]. 
[A] “Stewardship Zone” [is] a larger area of interest [that reflects] species at risk habitat within a Town’s municipal planning boundary, [wherein discretion would be used] when dealing with applications for development. 
[A] “Management [Units]”, [are generally smaller] significant habitat [areas] that [have] been identified as important to the species in question [within a larger “Stewardship Zone”]. 
“Management [Units]” are intended to be incorporated as environmentally “sensitive areas”, “conservation areas”[,] or sometimes formal “protected areas”[,] into Municipal Plans as governed by the Urban and Rural Planning Act (2000). These areas are, consequently, set aside by a community, [an] individual[,] or [a] corporation[,] in an effort to prevent habitat alteration[,] and diminished habitat function or degradation[,] that might be caused by development. 

When sufficient information has been gathered, a preliminary proposal is presented to a community, individual[,] or corporation[,] for review, with suggested boundaries for a Stewardship Zone[,] and [included] Management [Units,] clearly indicated. 
After the Stewardship Zone and Management [Units] have been agreed [upon], a formal Species at Risk Stewardship Agreement will be signed between the presiding body (town, corporation, or landowner) and the [Province]. Under [such an] agreement, the town, [the] corporation[,] or [the] landowner maintains ultimate control over all areas under its jurisdiction, but [is] asked to abide by the details of a Species at Risk Stewardship [Agreement]. 

After the signing of a formal agreement, the community, [the] corporation[,] or [the] individual will be assisted in preparing a Habitat Conservation Plan. 
This plan will serve to offer species-related best management practices and will provide recommendations and advice for conserving, enhancing and/or managing the species at risk and [the] associated habitat contained within a [municipality’s] area of authority. 
In the case of a Municipal Species at Risk Stewardship Agreement, once the Habitat Conservation Plan has been accepted by [a municipal] council it is intended that it will [then be] incorporated into the town’s existing or future municipal plan, operating plan[,] or master plan[,] for use during future development decisions. Specifically, a Species at Risk Stewardship Agreement is signed with the hope that when land use decisions are made, the value of habitat for species at risk[,] as well as [for] any other species[,] will not be forgotten[, and] future land-use activities will not have a negative impact upon these values.
