Limestone parrens unking

students in Port Saunders,

Ontario and Ireland 'f'
Artist starts new project at Roncalli High

By RICK MASSIE

PORT SAUNDERS A
group of students at Roncalli
Central High School has
embarked on a project that is
using science and technology
w promote and protect the
linestone barrens.

Anartist from lrcland, Otk
Kenny, met with 12 Grade 8
students last month 10 begin
work on un ingematioral, online
collaboration thut will lust the

enlire year.
The studcils  wele
witroduced o practical

research of the barrens by
conducting field wrips. They
were given a tusie of working
with new technolugy through
video, minidisk player
recordings. scannmng, and
website design.

The three days vl study

school routine, according to
student Dawn Tulk

“We gol s make vur uwi
websites on computer,” she
explained. “It was different
than school because we were
Tocused on one topic. and it
was a liule bit casier because
we had just one opic that we
had to focus on.”

el the hands-un featng was
valuable.

“It went away trom the
Toutiine, it was interesting.” he
remarked. “It was a different
way of learning.”

Ms. Kenny, who received
tunding Tor her trip in Slagel
Ireland. 1s staving w enhance
the Limestone Barrens Projece
through education, awareness.
and visual media. The project
which shouldn’t be confused
with the Limestone Barrens
Stewardship Program, focuses
on studying three unique areas
internationally — one of which
15 the limestone barrens of the
Northern Peninsula

“It's & project that links
three communities, one 1n
ireland, one i Newfoundland.
and one in Owen Sound, whick
is north of Tomn[o she
caplained “B

Nine artists were asked, as well
as scientists and other
educutors, 1o explore that link
further™

Lust yocar. Ms Konmy
wavelled 10 Owen Sound and
created video diaries of the
landscape using & camera and
sound diaries using a minidisc

player. !
“The trip was fairly

Honcali Central High wache: Dor Tulk (ieft] oversees Mason
Satiisurl and Dawn Tulk as they wdil fuotage for thei online

he

ntensive and the work that I
produced out of that was kind |
of looped footage — exploring
the textures and pattern in that
area,”

The Irish artist allowed the .
students to document their® |
own landscapes using
techniyues similar to herown. |
{t gave them a unique
opportunity to learn new
wechnological skills while
investigating their ‘local
ccosystems. The studénts
shot a video and edited a final
product, recorded interviews
and soundscapes of the windy
barrens, scanned images of i
man-made debris littering the
barrens, and ¢reated websites |
and online profiles to share the |
information they collected. i

Student Brent McCarthy
was especially impressed with
the e :g_u... howlogies they
wete introduced to. 1

"lhkzdme technology part.
We actually did fun stuff like go
down on the beach and collect
susff and use technological stuff
that we don’t have in our regular
classes,” he noted. “We
collected wanmade substances
that were damaging the beach,
and we studied some kinds of
plans so we could scan them. 1
thinlk it's important because if we
don’t take care of ity then we
won’t have anything special
left”

Ms Kenny said she's o
firu believer in working with
youth and developing their
skills.

“1 wanted o explore the



