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Agreements signed to protect
rare plants, unique habitat

By CORY HURLEY
Star Stall Writer

The strong efforts of the Limestone
Barrens  Habiu Stewsawdship Progrin:
(LBHSP) went w long way towards the
i of the huiestone barrens. habi-
tat and the rre plants Jocated on the
Nuortheni Peninsula

Tourismi.  Culture wnd  Recreation
Minister Julie Betiney @imounced the
signing of three stewardship agrecnients
m the Town of Flowers Cove on the
provinee’s Nohem Penifisulic

The agrecinents aie i pat ol i
LBHSE which s funded thiough the ted-
eral govermment’s Habitt Stewardship
Program for Species at Risk. The agree-
ments create partnerships between the
province and the Tow i of Flower's Cove.
Straits Elementary School wid mdivaduat
reswdents of the Flower's Cove e

The plam Tile of the Tmesione
contributes greaily o the bodiversiy ol
the province. The Strant of Belle Isle Eeo-
region on the Northern Peninsula Tosters
wosignilicant number of e or umgue
species, including Long's Braya (desig-
mated endangered by the Commutice o
the Status of Endangered Wikdhie n
Canada) and Fernald’s Braya thisted as
threatened). In 1997, @ recovery tean
was established to develop a plan o pro-
teet and conserve these species

“Newfoundland and Labrador s o
e unusual number and variety of rare
or unigue  plants.” Betney  said
“Government is comumited o protecting
and conserving them

“We passed the Endangered Spedies
Act to help do just that, and we will con-
tinue to work on good environmental
stewardship with other government and
community partners. The  stewardships
agreements  we e signing  today
{ Wednesday j show our ongoing commit-
ment.”

Dulcic House. co-ordinator of  the
LBHSP, was tholled a the tum-our dur-
myg the event and the prospects for the
future.

s

Clhe atiendiice at the cerensmy.
approsintely 250 people, was incredi-
bie,” she swd T believe w will result i
the developiient of new partnerships.
vreating & whole network of people whe
care about the limestone barens habitat
and the rae plants that hve there

“There are plants here on the Northern
Pennsala that are not just umque
Newfoundland. but o the whole world.
The residents take pride m the fact they
Have something unigue (o the world right
1 therr backyards.”

Government has pauticipaied actively
i sery suceesstul Mamcipal Wetland
Stowardsbip Prograni thiough ol
ment with the Eastern: Habitat Joint
Venture. The other primary partners i
the jomt  venture are  Environment
Canada, Wildlife Habitar Canada. Ducks
Unhmited Canada  and  the  Natwe
Conservaney of Canadi

For the past three yews. the Towa of
Fower's Cove has partnered  witli the
Brayu Recovery Team in sponsoring
Conservation Corps Green Teani that has
directed effors w promote stewaidship
throughout Flowers Cove and e adja-
cent conmmumties in order o help protect
and conserve their picce of the Straat ol
Belie Isle Eco-region. The town's agree-
ment idennfies a significat linestone
barrens habitat within its jurisdiction and
commits W participation in and suppoit
Tor conservation efforts.

Straits. Elementary Schoul 1s party 1o
the second agreement. which reinforees
their support for good  environmental
stewardship. The school. located
Flower’s Cove. is the centre of education
tor childien From adjacent communities,
Straits Elementary staff are taking advan
tage of this unigque opportunity 1o teach
their students about the limestone barrens
and species at risk by using examples i
their own back yards.

These examples would inciude Long's
Braya and Femald’s Braya, which exist
only i a vesy few locations. In some
mstances, the endangered Long's Braya
i located on or near private property.
making suppont by the landowner essen-
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the Limestone Barren™s Stewardship Agreement. The
agreement secures the protection of the limestone
barren habitat and rare pla

s that grow in the area.

tal W vonservaion Twe ol these
fandovriers. Ren and Madehine White,
are sigming o stewardship agreement that
demuonstrates their conimitment (o active
v promote conservation.

“Recovering species now al nisk and
preventing species from becoming at risk
is everyone's responsibility.” Bettney
said. “These stewardship agreements
with the residents. school community
and mumcipal government ol Flower's
Cove are excellent examples of co-oper-
atve stewardship and will help ensure
that v wealth of plamt hife and thei
habitats e there 1o be appreciated by
luture gencralions.

House sind the futuie i bright witli su
many people working wyether with the
adme glhl'.\ i III“KI‘

“The governmeni. Sieants. Elcimentary
School. the Town of Flower's Cove and
fandowners have all commtted 1o shar
ing i responsibility of caring for this
Tragale habitat,” House said. “The stu-
dents of Straits Elementary School have
reinforeed the awweness messige being
anplemiented through the LBHST

“The' enthuslasim expressed by these
students has certainly Taid the ground-
waork for conservation it thewr sehool and
for other schools and conmmumities ™

House said the ceremony  revealed
how open the door is Tor future opportu-
nities for the LBHSP.

“With these varivus groups working
wgether., that’s going to enable the pro-
grim o move lorward into other areas of
stewardship. The next step for us will
include providing opportunities for more
people W become involved and (o estab-
lish new partnerships.” House said. “We
would like o assist schools in the devel-
opment of curmicutum regarding the lime-
stone barrens habitat. Tn the next few
mimths, we plan (o hold workshops on
the peninsulis.

“This event created an opportunty for
the LBHSP 10 share information and to
provide a greater awareness of this spe-
ctal place. We were able 10 disseminate
this information o people who miay not
have otherwise been exposed o1t




